
 
 

Why is the Rooted in Faith, A Story to Tell campaign needed now? 
Three-year capital campaigns have supported the construction of the present St. John’s Lutheran 
Church and fulfilled its mortgage commitments since ground was broken in 1999.  Our current 
capital campaign Invest in the Kingdom for Centuries of Serving will end on April 30, 2014.  
While this current campaign is coming to a close our mortgage payments will need to continue to 
be paid.  Our current mortgage will mature in February of 2022 leaving us with just under eight 
years of mortgage payments remaining.  Our current monthly mortgage payment is $9,587. 
 
Invest in the Kingdom: Rooted in Faith, A Story to Tell is an in-house campaign, meaning that 
it’s being done entirely by volunteers from our own congregation, which literally saves us 
thousands and thousands of dollars. 

 
Why does St. John’s Lutheran Church have two operating funds? 
St. John’s Lutheran Church has two operating funds.  The General Fund is supported through the 
weekly, monthly, annual offerings of our members.   The second fund, the Invest in the Kingdom 
Building Fund, is financed by specific three-year pledges to our capital campaigns.  The General 
Fund and the Invest in the Kingdom Fund fulfill very different needs: 
  

General Fund Invest in the Kingdom Fund 

 Staff salaries and benefits  Mortgage on our church building 

 Education   Reduce church mortgage debt 

 Mission  

 Ministries  

 Building and grounds maintenance  

 Utilities  

 

Please note that your pledge to Rooted in Faith, A Story to Tell is intended to be above and 
beyond your giving to the General Fund; and that all gifts given to the Invest in the Kingdom 
Fund will be used solely for debt relief purposes.   

 

 

 

 



 

Why not have just one fund? 
It has been shown that congregations with building debt simply do not raise sufficient funds 
through a unified budget to support both the necessary ongoing church activities and pay the 
mortgage.  

 
Why do we see this campaign as an investment in God’s Kingdom? 
For generations Christians have built buildings for the sake of God’s mission in the world.  
Buildings provide a place for the people of God to gather for worship, for education, for mutual 
support and encouragement – for being equipped as disciples –so that they might be sent out into 
the world to join God in God’s mission to love and bless the whole world.  The same is true of 
St. John’s – this building was built not to meet our own personal needs, but for the purpose of 
making, equipping and sending disciples to others so that they might come to “experience, live 
and share the love of Jesus Christ.”  We are confident that such investment will not only continue 
to be a powerful “ministry tool” as we seek to grow DiSCIPLes today, but that it will also be a 
blessing for generations to come. 
 
Our upcoming campaign Invest in the Kingdom: Rooted in Faith, A Story to Tell celebrates the 
numerous ways that we experience God’s love.  Members and nonmembers alike are welcomed 
into our facilities during times of joy as well as times of grief to hear the Word of God.  Our 
facilities are a precious resource for special events in addition to the worship, education, and 
fellowship of our members.  Experiencing these events at our facilities, among other experiences, 
root us in our faith.  We are sent out into the world with these experiences with a story to tell. 

 
What is our goal? 
The goal of our upcoming capital campaign, Invest in the Kingdom: Rooted in Faith, A Story to 
Tell, is to raise pledges to pay the monthly mortgage payments on our church building over the 
next three years from May 1, 2014 to April 30, 2017.  The total needed to pay these 36 mortgage 
payments is $345,132.   
 

How to participate in Invest in the Kingdom: Rooted in Faith, A Story to Tell: 
We are asking the members of St. John’s to prayerfully consider a pledge to this campaign.  
Pledges to the campaign help to assure that we can continue making our monthly mortgage 
payments.  Any amount, large or small, plays an important role.   
 
Pledge Sunday is May 4, 2014.  We encourage you to worship with us on that day and bring 
forward a prayerfully considered pledge while we celebrate all the generous gifts that have been, 
and will be given to pay down the debt on our church building.  If you are unable to attend 
worship on Pledge Sunday, please drop your pledge card off at the church office, mail to St. 
John’s, or drop it in the offering plate at an upcoming worship service. 
 
Pledges can be adjusted at anytime by contacting the church office.  If you are unable to pledge 
to the upcoming campaign, please return your pledge card indicating that you are unable to 
pledge to the campaign or are unable to pledge but will give when able to. 
 
The thoughts, prayers, and contributions of the entire congregation are needed to make this effort 
successful.   
 


